English 10
Narrative Essay

The novel To Kill A Mockingbird tells many stories of young Scout’s experiences during the 1930s.

Your assignment is to write a narrative essay about the first day of one of your childhood experiences:

Consider your first day of kindergarten or high school, the first day of camp, the first soccer practice…. 
This is a narrative piece; it should be at least 500 words in length and focus on one particular experience.

Remember your main point: stay on topic.

Develop a tone for your piece - Is your story scary, inspiring, pitiful, exasperating, ugly, beautiful…?  Reflect the emotion in your word choice.

Try to include description in your writing that appeals to our senses:


Sight/Sound/Taste/Touch/Smell

But avoid marching through all five senses in the same passage.

Ex) The night was dark. The crickets chirped. The air tasted sweet. The grass was wet.  Blah, blah, blah!
Use figures of speech such as similes and metaphors to add depth to your experience.


Ex)  It was like being swallowed again and again by some terrible monster…


Ex) The neck and skin of her hands reminded me of old parchment paper.

In this case (the narrative essay) your thesis statement may be announced or implied. Your writing should be organized, perhaps chronologically?  The point of view is first person.

Getting Started – planning your narrative


Briefly, in point form, plan out your story.  Remember that you need….

A Beginning:

A Middle:

An Ending:

