English 10
Writing Effective Descriptions

Good writers will strive to “show” their readers what they are trying to convey through powerful description that appeals to the senses.

In other words, we want to “show” our readers rather than “tell” them what happened.

Show:
The boy was very fat.


Tell:
Hubert could barely squeeze through the double doors. 

More examples:
TELL
It was raining.

The dog was afraid.

She was jealous.

He is a really good basketball player.

SHOW
Sweat dripped off Lauren’s glasses.

He turned pink.

Dirk’s voice sounded like a vacuum cleaner.

She ran out grinning from ear to ear.

What does Harper Lee “show” us in the following passage?


Mr. Avery sat on the porch every night until nine o’clock and sneezed.  One evening we were privileged to witness a performance by him which seemed to have been his positively last, for he never did it again so long as we watched. Jem and I were leaving Miss Rachel’s front steps one night when Dill stopped us: “Golly, looka yonder.” He pointed across the street. At first we saw nothing but a kudzu-covered front porch, but a closer inspection revealed an arc of water descending from the leaves and splashing in the yellow circle of the street light, some ten feet from source to earth, it seemed to us.  Jem said Mr. Avery misfigured, Dill said he must drink a gallon a day, and the ensuing contest to determine relative distances and respective prowess only made me feel left out again, as I was untalented in this area.

Now look at your writing and see if you can “show” us. 
Narrative Editing Checklist:

· Begins with a hook to grab the reader’s attention

· Uses correct punctuation for any dialogue
· Shows, rather than tells, the reader

· Imagery

· Figurative language

· Lively language

· Uses humour, surprise or suspense.

· There is an appropriate tone to the writing

· Variety of sentence lengths/sentence beginnings
· Variety of language/diction (word choices)

· The reader is moved by the writing

· Has a meaningful title

