English 9
Character Sketch

You will be writing, not drawing, a character sketch for one of your novel’s three main characters: Bill Gillespie or Virgil Tibbs.

Remember to begin the sketch with a topic sentence:

· mention the author’s name and the title

· Titles of novels should be underlined
Briefly, in one or two sentences, give some “background information” about the character and his role in the story.

Discuss two character traits:


Write about each character trait and then prove it with an example (quotation from the novel)

Use transitions to move from example to example.

Conclude your paragraph with a concluding/summary sentence.

Example:
“The Sniper”

In Liam O’Flaherty’s short story “The Sniper,” the protagonist is an Irish Republican sniper who is trapped on a rooftop during the 1923 Irish Civil War.  Although he has no dialogue, from his actions the Republican sniper is revealed to be daring and cunning.  His daringness, for example, is evident early in the story when, even though the glowing flame of his match will reveal his presence on the roof, he lights his cigarette.  Moreover, his daringness is again exemplified towards the end of the story when he dodges enemy bullets “in order to satisfy his curiosity over the identity of the enemy sniper” (p.5).  The sniper is also cunning. For instance, while his arm is badly wounded and he is disabled from using his rifle, he is still able “to fool his enemy into believing he had been mortally wounded” (p.3).  His slyness thus enables him to have a clear shot at his enemy.  Therefore, through his actions, it is evident to the reader that the protagonist is a very cagey sniper who is not afraid of taking chances.

