Dashes and Hyphens
A dash is used with a long explanation that interrupts the sentence.


Ex) The runners – more than three hundred who have come from all over the world – are lined up at the start line.

Use a dash after a series (list) to indicate a summary will follow.


Ex) Lifeguards, park attendants, and concession workers – these are the positions the resort has open.

Use a hyphen if part of a word must be carried over from one line to another.  Words must be divided by syllables.


Ex) 
Voters have continued to stream into the polls through-



out the day.

Use a hyphen in compound numbers 21 to 99.  Also use hyphens in fractions.


Ex) twenty-four students
Ex) one-fourth of the pie

Use hyphens for compound nouns.


Ex) sister-in-law

Use hyphens between compound adjectives before nouns.


Ex) I have a part-time job.


Note:
I work part time.

Exercise: Add dashes and hyphens where needed.

1) One third of the students plan to attend community college and technical schools.

2) Out of town visitors filled the area.

3) My eight year old cousin Peter loves skating.

4) The batteries are on sale for ninety eight cents.

5) These out of print books were donated to the library.

6) The sergeant at arms stood at attention.

7) Blues, jazz, hard rock Laurel can play anything.

8) For many reasons lack of funds, production delays, and a poor response from the community the project has been scrapped.

9) Two players the highest scorers in the league were injured.

10) The vice president spoke for forty five minutes.

11) That apartment has a built in dishwasher and wall to wall carpeting.

12) The drive in bank is convenient.

13) The coach scheduled a post game conference.

14) Thirty five bids have been submitted for the construction of the building.

