In the Heat of the Night – Review Questions

1) What punishment did Virgil’s attackers receive?

2) How old is Sam Wood?

3) Which suspect applied for a gun permit?

4) What is Gottschalk’s occupation?

5) How much $ did Sam deposit in the bank?

6) When the body was found? What was its position?

7) Where did the murder take place?

8) Who found the murder weapon?

9) What type of wood was the weapon?

10) Why was Mantoli in Wells?

11) What was Virgil’s first big case?

12) How did Virgil know Sam had changed his route?

13) How did Virgil know the body had been moved?

14) What type of martial arts did Virgil use to protect himself?

15) Who was the first suspect in the case?

16) What does “miasma” mean?

17) Where does the novel get its title? (Think of two possible answers)

18) What city/country is Mantoli from?

19) Where was Mr. Gottschalk going on the night of the murder?

20) Which state is Gillespie from?

21) How was Delores Purdy partly responsible for the murder?

22) How old is Delores?

23) What is Jess’s son’s name?

24) What changes do we see in Bill and Sam at the end of the novel?

25) Define fall guy

26) Who could be accused of perjury in the story?

27) Whose idea was it to have Virgil stay to in Wells to investigate the murder?

28) How does Harvey Oberst help Virgil to solve the murder?

29) Give two examples of segregation in Wells.

30) Why is Duena important to the story?

Quotes: Who said? What does he/she mean?
1) I’m glad to see that democracy has hit the south in something besides the political sense.

2) Smartest black I ever saw. He oughta been a white man.

3) Thank you Virgil. You’re a credit to your race. I mean, of course, the human race.

4) All his life he hoped and worked for the big break. This would have been it, his chance to be somebody in music.

5) I’m a police officer.

Review – all homework questions, suspect sheets, plot and characters for the story, “Remember the Titans”, Rosa Parks, State Map with key locations

