English 9

Shakespeare’s Advice Column

Imagine that you are a Shakespearian advice columnist.  Choose one on the following questions below and write a response in “Old English.” Your response should be at least  100 words in length and use old pronouns, verb endings, unusual word order and most of all be descriptive. 
1) Dearest Shakespeare,

Mine father hath decided I must marry his choice yet my heart to another belongeth.  The Duke sideth with mine father and hath ordered that I to this loveless nuptial must agree, becometh a nun or die.  What shalt I do?


Most Unhappy, Hermia

2) Dearest Shakespeare,

Mine boyfriend hath forgotten me and now art pursuing mine best friend.  Tis’ her bright eyne he now adores. How dost I win his love back?  What shalt I do?

Most Unhappy, Helena

3) Dearest Shakespeare,

Mine friend art an actor in a play I directeth.  He thinkest a wonderful actor he art but in truth, a fool is he.  How shalt I control’st him? 

Most Unfortunate, Peter Quince

________________________________________________________________________
Writing in Old English:

Pronouns – instead of you/yours, try “thou/thee/thy/thine”
Verb Endings 
- add “est”, “th” or “st” as in givest, bringeth or sing’st

Irregular Verbs - 
are/art

have/hast
can/canst
shall/shalt




Do/dost
will/wilt

Unusual Word Order – think “Yoda”


“Helen, to you our minds we will unfold.”


“Wherefore speaks he this/to her he hates?”

Old Forms - 
Elizabethans sometimes used “n” to create the plural form



Ex) eyes = eyne

Be Descriptive – “This man hath bewitched the bosom of my child.”

