Apostrophes








Name:
a) Use the apostrophe to show a contraction:


I am – I’m


You are – You’re


It is – It’s

b) Use the apostrophe to show possession:


The single parent’s responsibility is doubled.


Thomas’s anger spilled over.


Most parents’ greatest concern is for their children’s happiness.


The girls’ washroom is much cleaner than the boys’.


Note: possessive pronouns do not need apostrophes.



The snake reared its ugly head.



I know whose work this is; it’s hers.

DO NOT use apostrophes for every word that ends in S.


Wrong: 
Student’s from high school’s were looking for summer job’s.


Wrong:
A politician make’s new promises wherever election’s roll around.

Exercise: add or remove apostrophes to fix the following sentences. Note some sentences may already be correct.

1) All pet’s should receive more sympathy than they already do.

2) For entertainment Kamloops has movie theatres, ice rinks, night clubs and all sorts of gym’s to work out at.

3) The Beatles influence and popularity will live as long as rock and roll exists.

4) The present art of producing with an assembly line system has come a long way since it’s introduction.

5) As I plunged into the water, its cold temperature chilled every bone in my body.

6) Its exciting to see a great horse thundering down the track.

7) The only way to reduce student’s financial problems is to increase their grants and loans.

8) Students who are 18 and over are the one’s who need money the most.

9) Thousands of people fish Ontario’s lake’s and river’s each year, but how many will take the time to consider the result’s of fished-out waters?

10) Driving a motorcycle give’s one the sense of independence, because the rider know’s people are watching.

11) People who have no confidence in their own work will try to use others ideas.
12) Politic’s is what get’s everyone talking and moving in this world.

13) Parent’s moral values are passed on to the next generation.

14) My parent’s immigrated from Greece.

15) The Rolling Stones’ music was unique for its time.

16) After each goal the team that was scored against get’s possession of the ball behind it’s net.
17) It’s a holiday to escape work and see who can catch the most fish.

18) Its my parent’s duty to take care of me as they are required legally.

19) She see’s only his good qualities’.

20) What drains peoples’ energy is the accelerating rate of change. 
Application: add apostrophes where necessary.


Ive found that spoken language, with its regional differences in pronunciation and expressions, is often more fresh and interesting than standard written English.  New Yorkers, for example, “graduate high school” while the rest of us “graduate from high school.” Chicagoans make their “couldnts” into one-syllable words. Montana natives use a contraction youll almost never hear elsewhere: “maynt” for “may not.” Many Americans drop final rs, but Bostonians are the only ones with enough nerve to drop rs in the middle of words. They “pahk” their “cahs.” People from Brooklyn, on the other hand, add rs where they don’t exist. They “berl” water, while the rest of us boil it.  What many Canadians do not realize is that we too have our regional differences in language. For an entertaining look at the subject, read Mark Orkins “Canajan, Eh?”
