Romeo and Juliet – Act II Questions
Scene 1

1) Where do Mercutio and Benvolio believe Romeo has gone? Why?
2) What is the dramatic irony in this scene? What does the audience know that the boys do not?

3) How does Mercutio tease Romeo?

Scene 2

1) Why doesn’t Romeo mind about Mercutio’s teasing?

2) Why does Romeo have no fear of being found in the Capulet compound?

3) Why does Juliet not want Romeo to swear his love by the moon?

4) Why can Juliet not play the traditional courting game with Romeo?

5) Find a quote from Juliet that foreshadows their tragic ending of their love.

6) Where is Romeo going at the end of the scene?

7) Draw a timeline from Sunday to Thursday: list all the major events that occur on Sunday (Act One – Act Two, scene two)

Scene 3

1) What do we know of Friar Laurence? (Give at least 3 characteristics)

2) Where does the friar initially think Romeo spent the night?

3) How does the friar react to the news of Romeo’s new love?
4) Why does the friar agree to marry Romeo and Juliet?

5) Explain the moral “Wisely and slow; they stumble that run fast.” How does this apply to Romeo and Juliet?

Scene 4

1) What does Benvolio learn when he speaks to Romeo’s father?
2) Why is Romeo already dead according to Mercutio?

3) What change do we see in Romeo’s character?

4) How does Mercutio treat Nurse?

5) Nurse says, “I anger her/sometimes, and I tell her that Paris is the properer/man.” What is her advice to Juliet? Was Juliet prepared to follow her advice?

6) When and where will Romeo and Juliet marry?

Scene 5

1) What does Nurse to do frustrate Juliet? What is the effect for the audience?

2) What does Nurse think of Romeo?

3) How will Juliet get permission to go to the church?

4) How does Nurse plan to help with the wedding night?

5) What does the word “hie” mean? Why do you think Shakespeare repeats this word four times at the end of the scene?

Scene 6

1) Find a line by Friar Laurence that foreshadows the deaths of the young lovers.
2) Why does Friar Laurence have mixed feelings about what he is to perform?
