Act III Questions

Scene One

1) What does the hot weather foreshadow?

2) Who is the first to mention fighting?

3) Why does Romeo refuse to fight?

4) Why does Mercutio fight with Tybalt?

5) Why does Mercutio curse both houses? Why might he be the one actually responsible for his own death?
6) Who kills whom in this scene?

7) What does Romeo mean when he says, “O, I am fortune’s fool”?

8) What punishments does the Prince hand out?

9) Explain how this scene is the climax/turning point of the play.

Scene Two

1) Why is Juliet so impatient for Nurse to return?

2) Who does Juliet first believe is dead? Explain the dramatic irony.

3) Give an example of oxymoron from Juliet’s lines.

4) What upsets Juliet most in this scene?

5) What does Juliet give to the Nurse for Romeo?

Scene Three

1) Why does Romeo think banishment is worse than death?

2) Why does Romeo think that the friar cannot understand how he feels?

3) How does Romeo try to harm himself? What does this show of his character?

4) How does the friar comfort Romeo?

Scene Four

1) What plans does Capulet make with Paris?

2) How has Capulet’s attitude changed since Act I Scene ii?

3) Why is Wednesday too soon?

*Add to your timeline – Act II, iii (Monday morning) to III, iv (Monday night)

Scene Five

1) What do the birds, the nightingale and the lark, symbolize?

2) Juliet has a vision as Romeo leaves. What does she see?

3) What does Lady Capulet believe is the cause of Juliet’s sorrow?

4) What dramatic irony do we see in Juliet’s responses to her mother?

5) How does Lady Capulet want/plan to get revenge on Romeo?

6) How does Capulet respond to Juliet’s refusal?

7) What advice does Nurse give to Juliet? How does Juliet’s attitude to Nurse change?

8) What does Juliet plan to do?

