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Name:
How to start an essay: The Hook

Think about how most fairytales begin:


“Once upon a time…”

There are more interesting ways to start an essay.  Consider the eight techniques below based on the story Shrek:

	Variation
	Example

	1) Start with a short effective statement (3-5 words) or a startling fact

	He was a terrifying ogre.

	2) Start with an interesting metaphor or simile


	Shrek was a lone wolf who avoided all that crossed his path.

	3) Start with an interesting question for the reader to think about


	Who would have thought that a beautiful princess, a hyperactive donkey and a terrifying ogre would find acceptance together?

	4) Personal experience or anecdote
	I was alone in my swamp, enjoying the solitude of a mud bath, when a talking donkey showed up on my doorstep.

 

	5) Start with a riddle


	Who is green, lives in a swamp and has chronic flatulence?

	6) Start with a quote

	Shrek once shared, “Better out than in I always say.”

	7) Capture a feeling or emotion
	You might be surprised to learn that Shrek became a recluse only after failing to be accepted by others and being tormented for many years by cruel villagers.

	8) Write a definition – use adjectives
	Large, green, terrifying and with the smell of gas following him, Shrek entered his house


Puck says, “Lord what fools these mortals be.”  In an essay, explain how humans can be truly ridiculous creatures.
Fill in at least five variations of hooks for this essay topic.
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