English 9

Words Often Confused

Desert: A dry, barren region

Desert:
To abandon

Dessert: a sweet food at the end of a meal

Hear: to listen or receive sound by ear

Here: refers to this place

Its: a possessive pronoun, belonging to “it”
It’s: a contraction for “it is”

Loose: free and untied

Lose: the opposite of win, to be unable to find

Principal: leading, chief or highest in importance

Principle: refers to a basic truth, rule or law

Who: used for the subject, the person doing the action

Whom: used for the object, the person the action is done upon

Choose the right word.

1) Much of the land in Arizona is (desert, dessert).

2) We could (here, hear) the marching bands playing in the stadium.

3) By September, the beaches are still pleasant but often (deserted, desserted).

4) I wonder (who, whom) will win American Idol this season.

5) Canada celebrated (its, it’s) 100th anniversary in 1967.

6) Rachel will meet us (here, hear).

7) Bill is the new boy (who, whom) everyone wants to befriend.

8) Do you have room for (desert, dessert)?

9) Don’t (loose, lose) the combination to the locker.

10) I refuse to do that; it’s against my (principals, principles).

11) Pitt and Clooney were the (principal, principle) actors in the film.

12) This ring is too (lose, loose) for me.

13) Not all athletes believe in the (principal, principle) of fair play.

14) I could (here, hear) the crickets chirping in the dark.
15) Jack bought a (desert, dessert) to take to the potluck dinner.

16) (Its, It’s) too late to go to the movies.

17) Who killed (who, whom) in the story?

18) (Its, It’s) a shame that we had to be the ones (who, whom) broke the bad news.

Stationary: not moving, fixed

Stationery: refers to writing material like paper and envelopes

Their: shows possession by “them”

There: means in that place

They’re: contraction of “they are”

To: towards or as far as

Too: also or extremely

Weather: refers to the condition of the atmosphere

Whether: indicates a choice between two things

Who’s: contraction for “who is”

Whose: the possessive form of “who”

Your: shows possession of “you”

You’re: contraction of “you are”

Choose the right word.

1) Do you have (their, they’re, there) address?

2) (Who’s, Whose) interested in working with the new Mac computers?

3) Are the chairs (stationary, stationery) or can they be moved?

4) What is the (weather, whether) like in Australia?

5) Sarah left her suitcase (their, there, they’re).

6) Doug said (you’re, your) moving to Alberta.

7) I received some (stationary, stationery) for my birthday.
8) Jenny threw the ball (to, too) Madeline for the second out.

9) (There, Their, They’re) setting up the nets for volleyball.

10) (Who’s, Whose) camera was left behind at the party?

11) Mr. Turner didn’t know (whether, weather) to turn left or right.

12) Tracey made an appointment (to, too).

13) Have you mailed (your, you’re) application for summer school yet?
14) Many runners were (to, too) tired to finish the marathon.

15) (Your, You’re) overqualified for the job.

16) (Who’s, Whose) been elected to Student Council this year?

17) Meter readers should show you (their, there, they’re) identification.

18) Never use scented (stationary, stationery) for a business letter.

