English 10
The Semicolon

Semicolons are used to separate independent clauses.  Essentially a semicolon may be used to join two complete sentences.
Ex) The automakers predicted a record-breaking year; Toyota’s sales went up 25% in January.

WRONG:
Claire has many good points; for example, poise, talent, ambition and intelligence.

When two sentences are linked by a transition, like however, therefore, in fact, for example or on the other hand, use the semicolon before the connectives.

Ex) She invested shrewdly; however, she lost everything when gold stocks collapsed.

Semicolons may also be used with commas in sentences with complicated series.

Ex) They are hoping to travel to Vancouver, BC; Edmonton, Alberta; Toronto, Ontario; and Montreal, Quebec this summer.

Exercise: Add semicolons where necessary.

1) She fell out of the window, I didn’t push her.

2) Billy, who is just three, ate his brother’s candy this caused a terrible row when Aidan got home.

3) Pencils don’t contain lead anymore, they’re made of graphite, which isn’t poisonous.

4) Clean your work area, and then lock the door.

5) Alice scored well, she only lost because Robin’s free-skating was so good.

6) A new store would bring in more business, however, we just don’t have enough capital to expand now.

7) You may approve of his moustache, but I do not.

8) Louisa has a collection of antique bottles, let her explain the difference between pressed and cut glass.

9) They moved often, living in Calgary, Alberta, Winnipeg, Manitoba and London, Ontario during the 1990s.
10) Dad replaced the screens just in time, the 17 year locusts invaded the very next day.

11) Arman keeps jumper cables in his car, so we don’t have anything to worry about.

12) Matt bought a new tiller, some blood meal, and special enzyme tablets, which break down composted vegetable matter faster.

13) Will’s spelling bee victory was no surprise, he’s been practicing for months.

14) Steven’s brother is a busy kid, in fact, he works harder than anyone else I know.

15) Intelligence is a good thing honesty is better.

16) At the carnival, Ally won a teddy bear, Aidan, a pellet gun, Brandon, a goldfish, and Alex, a basketball.

17) In some ways, I like geography, in other ways, I do not.
18) Every morning he set out for sea, and every evening he returned with an empty boat.

19) Stephanie’s Christmas list grew: an owl, a plaid jumper, a Tickle-Me Elmo, and a set of golf clubs.

20) This is the big game and we have to look our best furthermore, our team must win.

Edit the following paragraph adding semicolons where needed:


The cosmetic industry is a powerhouse in the North American economy, it accounts for billions in sales every year.  The cosmetics giants – Revlon, MAC, and Maybelline – give one another stiff competition. They need new products all the time, they must keep an “exclusive” image, they must finance expensive research.


For example, to bring out a new moisturizer, the chemists must formulate emollients, which are skin softeners, humectants, which hold moisture to the skin surface, and binders, to keep the cream smooth. The product must smell and look good, it must have a shelf-life of eighteen months before spoilage, it must be attractively packaged by the advertising agents. If any one of these qualities is missing, the new moisturizer will fail in the marketplace. Ballpoint lipsticks, makeup setting mists, and lash-extending mascaras are just three famous marketing flops in the industry.
