English 9 - Usage Problems






Name:
Accept: to agree to something or to receive something willingly

Except: to leave out or not including

Agree on: to come to an understanding

Agree to: to consent to

Agree with: to have the same opinion as someone else

All right: The correct spelling – “alright” is nonstandard English

Among: refers to a group of more than two people or things

Between: refers to two people or things

Anywhere, nowhere, somewhere, and anyway – standard usage of English

Between each  - followed by a singular noun is incorrect.  Between should not be used with a singular noun.

Borrow: to receive something on loan.  Do not confuse with “lend” which means to give out temporarily.

Correct the sentences below if there is a usage problem.

1) Is there enough soup to divide between six people?

2) Let’s keep this among you and me?

3) All of the members accept Ramon are present.

4) Is James feeling alright?

5) Sarah agrees with the decision of the court.

6) Police patrolled among the spectators.

7) Do you agree on me?

8) Mary will not accept defeat.

9) All right, I’ll borrow you my bicycle.

10) Are we all agreed with the title?

11) Did you leave you jacket somewheres?

12) Paul planted flowers between each tree.

Fewer: refers to things or numbers that can be counted

Less: refers to amount or quantity that is uncountable

In: inside something

Into: tells of motion from the outside to the inside of something

Kind of a/Sort of a: is nonstandard English.  Omit “a”

Like: a preposition.  Using “like” as a conjunction before a clause is not accepted.  Use “as” or “as if” instead.

Of: is often used incorrectly with could, should and must.  The word is “have” as in “could have” or “should have.”

Ways: is nonstandard English. Omit “s” to refer to distance.

Correct any usage problems.

1) The children tried to make fewer noise.

2) That’s an interesting sort of a stone in your ring.

3) The crowd filed in the theatre.

4) We should of brought a map with us.

5) I seem to have less energy than I used to.

6) The cemetery is down the road a ways.

7) The checker put the groceries in a double bag.

8) It looks like the rain is stopping.

9) This store has less brands of canned goods.

10) What sort of a disposition does she have?

11) Louis must of forgotten his appointment.

12) The referee looks like he’s tired.

13) The finish line is still a ways off.

14) That was a confusing kind of a game.

15)   Neil could’ve eaten another piece of pie.
