English 9

Poetry

Glossary

Alliteration – the repetition of an initial sound in two or more words of a phrase, line of poetry or sentence


Ex: A lovely lady limped to London


Ex: 
Apostrophe – a direct address to an inanimate object/non-human entity


Ex: Rain, rain go away/Come again another day

Ex:

Allusion – a reference to a familiar person, object or event from history/literature


Ex: He was struck by Cupid’s arrow


Ex:
Hyperbole – figure of speech which makes use of exaggeration for emphasis


Ex: I was so hungry I could eat a horse


Ex:
Image – the mental impression or visualized likeness summoned up by a word


Think of the 5 senses: taste, touch, smell, sound, sight

Irony – a device in which the literal meaning of a word or statement is the opposite of that intended


Ex: When a friend falls on his face, you reply “Smooth move!”

Ex:

Metaphor – a figure of speech in which there is an implied analogy. One thing is imaginatively compared to another.


Ex: Happiness is sunshine inside you


Ex:
Onomatopoeia – the formation and use of words that suggest by their sounds the object or idea being named


Ex: Hiss, Bang, Crash, Yip


Ex:
Oxymoron – deliberate placement of words that seem contradictory


Ex: Jumbo shrimp, burning ice


Ex:
Personification – a figure of speech in which abstractions, animals, ideas and inanimate objects are given human characteristics.


Ex: The water chattered as it ran over the rocks


Ex:
Rhyme – similarity in sound in words


Ex: dead/head


Ex:
Rhythm – the pattern of stressed and unstressed syllables

Simile – a figure of speech in which two unlike things are compared using “like” or “as”


Ex: The storm roared like a raging lion


Ex:
Sonnet – a poem of 14 lines, usually in iambic pentameter, with rhymes arranged according to certain definite patterns

Tone – the poet’s attitude or point of view toward his/her subject

Concrete Poetry – poetry which depends in part upon the arrangement of words and letters to convey meaning

Diction – the style of speaking or writing as reflected in the choice and use of words

Lyric – a short, subjective poem with the author’s innermost thoughts and feelings

Ode – a poem written to praise something/someone

Elegy – a poem written in remembrance of someone who has passed away

Ballad – a story told in song, usually in quatrains (groups of four lines)

Free Verse – a poem with no pattern

Couplet – two lines
