English 10

“Empty Garden” Lyrics

What happened here
As the New York sunset disappeared
I found an empty garden among the flagstones there
Who lived here
He must have been a gardener that cared a lot
Who weeded out the tears and grew a good crop
And now it all looks strange
It's funny how one insect can damage so much grain

And what's it for
This little empty garden by the brownstone door
And in the cracks along the sidewalk nothing grows no more
Who lived here
He must have been a gardener that cared a lot
Who weeded out the tears and grew a good crop
And we are so amazed we're crippled and we're dazed
A gardener like that one no one can replace

And I've been knocking but no one answers
And I've been knocking most all the day
Oh and I've been calling oh hey hey Johnny
Can't you come out to play

And through their tears
Some say he farmed his best in younger years
But he'd have said that roots grow stronger if only he could hear
Who lived there
He must have been a gardener that cared a lot
Who weeded out the tears and grew a good crop
Now we pray for rain, and with every drop that falls
We hear, we hear your name

Johnny can't you come out to play in your empty garden
________________________________________________________________
1) What type of lyric poem do we have? Ode? Elegy? Sonnet?

2) There are two meanings to this song: one literal and one figurative.  

a. First identify/label the literal who, what, when, where, why of the song.
b. Now consider the figurative meaning of the song.  

3) What figure of speech is used throughout the song?

The Next Assignment:  

Your poem should be at least 100 words, comparing two unlike things.

Ex)
My mother is a flawless, modern building, created of glass and the smoothest of pale concrete.


Inside are business offices furnished with beige carpets and gleaming chromium.

In every room there are machines buzzing and clicking away, absorbing and spitting out information with the speed of sound.

Downstairs, at ground level, people walk in and out, tracking mud and dirt over the steel-grey tiles, marring the cool perfection of the building.

There are no comfortable chairs in the lobby.

· Budge Wilson “The Metaphor” (75 words -  for those who are counting)

Also, refer to Elton John’s “Empty Garden” as another example.

Rough copy for next class.
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