English 10
Parody Assignment

A parody is a poem that imitates another poem, usually in a humorous fashion. Usually the parody imitates the tone, form and imagery of the original but applies them in a ridiculous way.

Ex) James Blunt - You're Beautiful

My life is brilliant.
My life is brilliant
My love is pure.
I saw an angel.
Of that I'm sure.
She smiled at me on the subway.
She was with another man.
But I won't lose no sleep on that,
'Cause I've got a plan.

You're beautiful. You're beautiful.
You're beautiful, it's true.
I saw your face in a crowded place,
And I don't know what to do,
'Cause I'll never be with you.

Yes, she caught my eye,
As we walked on by.
She could see from my face that I was,
Flying high,
And I don't think that I'll see her again,
But we shared a moment that will last 'till the end.

You're beautiful. You're beautiful.
You're beautiful, it's true.
I saw your face in a crowded place,
And I don't know what to do,
'Cause I'll never be with you.

La la la la la la la la la

You're beautiful. You're beautiful.
You're beautiful, it's true.
There must be an angel with a smile on her face,
When she thought up that I should be with you.
But it's time to face the truth,
I will never be with you.

Now read the parody on the back of the handout:


Weird Al Yankovic  - You're Pitiful 

My life is brilliant... 
What, was I too early? Oh, sorry. Should I...Do you wanna start over? Or, keep going? 
Okay, now? Now? 

My life is brilliant 
Your life's a joke 
You're just pathetic 
You're always broke 

Your homemade Star Trek uniform 
really ain't impressin' me 
You're sufferin' from delusions of 
Adequacy 

You're Pitiful (X3) It's true 

Never had a date 
That ya couldn't inflate 
And ya smell repulsive too 
What a bummer bein' you 

Well ya just can't dance 
And forget romance 
Everybody you know still calls ya 
Farty Pants 
But you always have a job well I mean 
As long as you still can work that slurpie machine 

You're Pitiful (X3) It's true 

You're half undressed 
Eatin' chips of your chest 
While you're playin' Halo 2 
No one's classier than you 

Lalala la Lalala la Lalala la Loser      You're Pitiful (X3) It's true 

Your dog would much rather 
Play fetch by itself 
You still live with your Mom and you're 42 
Guess you'll never grow a clue 
When it just sucks to be you 

________________________________________________________________________________________________
Your assignment, in groups of 2 or 3, is to write and perform your own parody. 
Guidelines – 


Your song/poem choice must be appropriate for the class.  You will have to read or play the original before you present your parody. 

Your parody must be at least unique 25 lines (not the same four line verse repeating over and over).

You will submit a typed copy of the original lyrics with your parody lyrics.

Evaluation:
20 marks for written copy
5 marks for presentation 


