English 9

Subjects in Unusual Places

In some sentences the subject can be hard to locate. Consider these examples:

1) Sentences beginning with “there” or “here”

There is a plane.

There is no answer.

Here are our seats.

2) Questions

Did Mary learn her lines?

3) Sentences starting with prepositions

From the crowd came a loud cheer.

With a sentence starting with a preposition, consider flipping the sentence around to find the subject:


A loud cheer came from the crowd.

4) Sentences giving commands (Imperatives)

Close the door.

The subject “you” is implied.

Circle the subject of each sentence and underline the verb.

1) Here is the key.

2) Into the jungle went the explorers.

3) Save me a place in line.

4) Did Jasper make this cake?

5) There is too much noise.

6) In the cage lay the tiger.

7) Has Daisy heard this new album?

8) There is a new stadium.

9) On your left is the art museum.

10) Start playing the music now.

11) Is Elise coming to the rehearsal?

12) Make a right turn at the next light, please.

13) There will be a victory party tonight.

14) Here comes Daniel.

15) Did he get your message?

The Complete Sentence

A sentence is one complete thought with a subject and a predicate.  If part of an idea is missing, the sentence is incomplete.  The sentence is a fragment.

Natalie jogs every day.  - COMPLETE

Jogs every day for hours and hours. – FRAGMENT

Natalie in her running shoes. – FRAGMENT

In the sentences below, identify whether the sentence is complete (C) or a fragment (F).  If the sentence is complete, circle the subject and underline the verb.

1) ______
Driving the bus with screaming children.

2) ______
Justin Bieber, in a cracking voice, sang.
3) ______
Will be applying for a job after school.

4) ______
Pictures of the concert in the paper.

5) ______
Madeline wrote an editorial article.

6) ______
The operator on duty today.

7) ______
Waited for several hours and became very frustrated.

8) ______
Two schools will be closed.

9) ______
Ended in a tie unexpectedly.

10) _____
Reading the newspaper by the fireside in winter.

11) _____
The teller counted the deposit carefully.

12) _____
Walking through Stanley Park in the rain.

13) _____
In the pool at the Lonsdale Rec Centre she swam.
14) _____
Slept later than usual because the alarm didn’t ring.

15) _____
Author Nicholas Sparks.

16) _____
Icy roads and poor weather conditions.

17) _____
Defrosted a dinner of chicken from the freezer.

18) _____
Andrew sneezed.

19) _____
Has never been to Whistler?

20) _____
Turn off the lights!

