English 10
Irony

Definitions

1) Verbal irony: a discrepancy between what is said and what is meant

2) Dramatic irony: A discrepancy between what is known by the character and what is known by the reader

3) Situational irony: A discrepancy between the expected outcome and the actual results

Examples:

Read the following scenarios and determine whether they are examples of dramatic, verbal or situational irony

__________
A neurosurgeon dies of a brain tumor

__________
An obese woman in a side show is called “Tiny Tina” and her dwarf husband “Biggie”

__________
Mr. Play-it-safe was afraid to fly. He packed his suitcase and kissed his kids goodbye. He waited his whole life to take that flight and as the plane crashed down he thought, “Well, isn’t this nice?”

__________
Steve wakes up, stretches and glances out the window at the pouring rain. He moans at his miserable day. A winning unchecked lottery ticket sits in the pocket of his jeans.

__________
A originally illiterate person becomes a famous contemporary writer

__________
A hunter sips his coffee and anticipates the hunt to come as he drives through the morning fog. Unbeknownst to him, moose line the road in the fog.

__________
King Lear demands that his daughters proclaim their love for him. The first two daughters swear to the heavens that he is more important than their very lives. The third states her love but in honest, modest words. Lear demands she be killed for lack of fidelity.  She is then exiled from the kingdom. The first two daughters then steal the throne and leave Lear a broken man.  The third daughter then steals back to win the kingdom and ultimately save her father.

Now create your own example for each type of irony:

Verbal Irony:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Dramatic Irony:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Situational Irony:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

